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Andreas Roland Gruentzig (1939–1985)
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Gruentzig performing claudicometry around 1970 in a patient with peripheral 
vascular disease
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Stiff wire with a C-shaped tip introduced through a plastic catheter (arrow) into 
the leg artery of a dog
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Porstmann latex balloon in a cage formed by a longitudinally sliced plastic
catheter in the inflated (left) and deflated (right) states
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From left to right: Michaela Gruentzig, Walter Schlumpf, Maria Schlumpf, 
Andreas Gruentzig 
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Initial single lumen balloon catheter used by Gruentzig for peripheral 
angioplasty
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Gruentzig’s famous kitchen table, where the first balloon catheters were
fabricated
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Macroscopic (left) and microscopic (right top) aspect of the first coronary 
angioplasty performed in a dog in 1975. One month later: inner healing but 

potential for restenosis by intimal proliferation (right bottom)
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First coronary balloon catheter as used in the initial series of patients
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Documentation of the first coronary angioplasty procedure
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Discharge summary of the first patient (the only official medical 
documentation available of the case)
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First coronary angioplasty lesion (circles) two days before (A), immediately 
after (B), and one month after (C) balloon dilatation
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Programme of the first live course on coronary angioplasty with 37 
participants registered and 28 present
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Photograph of the cases jotted down on the blackboard by Gruentzig during 
the last live course in Zurich, Switzerland, in August 1980 with a 

superimposed summary
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Final live course in Zurich with about 200 participants
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Initial site of Schneider Medintag in the late 1970s, at the time the only 
producer of coronary angioplasty balloons
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Follow-up at 20 years of the first patient of Andreas Gruentzig with a live 
exercise test during a primetime Swiss television show
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Maximal exercise test of the first patient 23 years after the procedure during 
work-up of some ill-defined chest discomfort at rest in the morning
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Coronary angiogram of the first patient on 10 April 2000
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Sixth coronary angiogram of the patient on 7 December 2000 showing severe 
in-stent restenosis of the new site, with the initial site of Gruentzig still looking 

perfect (left upper panel)
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Response of the Nobel committee to a letter from Dr Foley proposing 
Gruentzig, Judkins, and Sones for the Nobel Prize in Medicine or Physiology 

in 1978
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Andreas Roland Gruentzig a few days before his fatal plane crash in October 
1985


